THAILAWONLINE

INSTRUCTIONS FOR SIGNING YOUR LAST WILL AND
TESTAMENT

Please read these instructions carefully before signing. (Version 2027)

These instructions explain how to sign the Last Will and Testament we have
prepared for you, so that it is fully valid under Thai law (Section 1656 of the Civil
and Commercial Code: a written will, dated, signed by its maker before at least
two witnesses present at the same time, who then sign to certify the maker's
signature). The signing formalities are strict: a will signed incorrectly can be
challenged or declared void. Please follow every step exactly. In this document,
“testator” refers to a man making a will and “testatrix” to a woman; the same
rules apply to both.

1. Review the draft before printing

* Check that the latest version we sent you is correct: names spelled exactly as
in your passport or ID card, assets, beneficiaries, executor, and the number of
original copies.

* Print from the PDF version only. The Word version may display differently
on another computer and shift lines or signature positions.

* The date written in the Will must be the actual day you sign. If your signing
day changes, contact us so we can update the date. Do not correct it by
hand.

* Never make handwritten changes. Under Thai law, an erasure, addition or
correction is valid only if it is executed with the same formalities as the will
itself (signed by you and both witnesses). An unsigned correction can put the
whole will at risk. If anything needs changing, we will send you a corrected
version.

2. Print the number of original copies stated in your Will

* Your Will itself states how many original copies are executed: normally two
(2), for some clients three (3). Please check that clause in your own Will
and print exactly that number.

* Every original must be signed by you and by both witnesses during the same
signing session. All signed originals have equal legal value.

* Print single-sided, on good-quality white paper.

3. Choose your two witnesses carefully

You need two (2) qualified witnesses. Under Thai law, the following persons
cannot act as witness to a will:

* Anyone who is not yet 20 years of age (not sui juris);

* A person of unsound mind, or a person declared by a court to be
incompetent or quasi-incompetent;
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* A person who is deaf, mute, or blind (Section 1670 of the Civil and
Commercial Code);

* Any beneficiary (heir) named in the Will, and the spouse of any
beneficiary. Under Section 1653, a witness (or the spouse of a witness)
cannot receive anything under the will: any gift to them is void. Never let a
beneficiary or a beneficiary's husband or wife witness your Will;

Our strong recommendation: even though the law does not always forbid it,
your executor should NOT act as a witness. Keeping the two roles separate
avoids any appearance of a conflict of interest and protects your Will from
challenge.

Who makes a good witnhess? Two independent adults with no interest in your
estate, for example a neighbour, a colleague, or a friend who receives nothing
under the Will. Ideally choose people who can be located later if a court ever
needs to hear them, and who can write their full name and address clearly.
Witnesses do not need to read your Will or know its contents. They only witness
the act of signing. They should simply know that the document is your Last Will.

4. The signing session: order and presence are essential

THE GOLDEN RULE

You and both witnesses must be physically present together, in the
same room, at the same time, from start to finish. You sign first; the
two witnesses sign immediately after you, in your presence and in the
presence of each other.

Correct order:

» Step 1: With both withesses watching (both present at the same time), you
sign your full signature on the signature page of each original, and initial
every page (see Section 5).

» Step 2: Each witness then signs after you, at the same table, in your
presence and in the presence of the other witness, and initials every page.

» Step 3: Repeat for every original copy in the same sitting, before anyone
leaves the room.

The following are not permitted and can make your Will invalid:

* Signing by video call, e-signature, or any online or remote method;

* A witness signing later, on a different day, or in a different place;

* Sending the document by post or e-mail for someone to sign elsewhere;
* Having the witnesses appear one at a time instead of together.

We recommend signing with a blue ballpoint pen, so the originals are easy to
distinguish from photocopies.

5. Initial every page and sign in full on the signature page

* On every page of every original (except the signature page), you and both
witnesses each place your initials (a shortened signature) at the bottom of
the page.
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* Why? Initialling every page prevents anyone from unscrupulously replacing a
page later: a substituted page would carry no initials and would be detected
immediately.

* On the signature page (the last page or, in some layouts, the page before
the last), sign your full signature exactly as it appears in your passport
or ID card, not just initials. Each witness also signs a full signature there,
with printed full name and complete address.

6. No notarization is required

* Thai law does not require a will to be notarized. A private will signed before
two qualified witnesses, as described above, is fully valid and is the method
used by most law firms in Thailand. It is well recognised by the Thai courts.

* You do not need a notary, a Notarial Services Attorney, an embassy, or any
other certification; paying for these adds no legal value to a Thai will.

7. Registration at the District Office (Amphur): optional and
usually unnecessary

* Your Will is fully valid without any registration or deposit at a
government office.

* Thai law does allow you, as an option, to have a will handled at the District
Office (Amphur), for example by depositing it there for safekeeping, for a
small government fee (approximately 200 Baht).

* In 2026, the government standardised the regulations that District Offices
apply nationwide, which has made the procedure more accessible in many
districts. In practice, however, requirements still vary from one
Amphur to another: some ask for a certified Thai translation, an
appointment, or additional documents, and some remain reluctant to handle
wills for foreigners.

* For most expats, registration adds cost and bureaucracy without
adding any validity. Our clients rarely choose it. If you do wish to register
or deposit your Will, contact the local Amphur in advance to confirm its
requirements, or ask us and we will assist you.

8. Witness details and ID copies

* Under each witness's signature, the witness must write his or her full legal
name in block letters and complete address.

» For added security, we recommend attaching a signed copy of each
witness's Thai ID card or passport (marked “certified true copy” and
signhed) to each original of the Will.

9. Store your originals safely

» Keep each original in a safe and completely dry place. In Thailand,
humidity, insects and flooding are real dangers to paper. Use a waterproof
plastic sleeve or sealed envelope, in a cabinet away from damp, direct
sunlight and water risk.

* Do not laminate the Will, and do not remove and re-insert staples; keep the
document exactly as signed.
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* Tell your executor (and a trusted person) exactly where each original is kept.
Some clients keep one original at home and leave another with their executor
or a trusted person.

* Be careful with bank safe-deposit boxes: access can be blocked after a death
until a court order is obtained.

* Storage service: ThaiLawOnline offers professional storage of your Will in a
safe facility for a one-time fee of 1,000 Baht.

10. When the time comes: execution of the Will

* On the testator's or testatrix's passing, the executor should contact a Thai
lawyer promptly. A Thai court order appointing the executor is required
before banks release funds or before vehicles and immovable property can be
transferred.

» Keep our contact details together with the Will so your executor can reach us
easily.

Final checklist

[] Latest PDF version printed in the number of originals stated in the Will
(usually 2, sometimes 3).

[1 Date in the Will = the actual day of signing.

] Two qualified witnesses: not beneficiaries or spouses of beneficiaries, not the
executor, at least 20 years old, of sound mind.

[1 Everyone together in the same room for the entire session; nothing online,
nothing remote.

[J | signed first; both witnesses signed after me, in front of me and of each
other.

[] Every page initialled by all three of us; full signatures on the signature page
of every original.

[J Witness full names and addresses written clearly; signed ID copies attached.
[1 No notarization and no registration needed; nothing further to file.
[] Originals stored in a dry, safe place; executor informed of the location.

Questions? Contact us

ThaiLawOnline, 32 Sukhumvit 101/2 Alley, Bang Na Nuea, Bang Na, Bangkok
10260, Thailand

Tel / WhatsApp: +66 87 225 1340 (English & French) « Khun Wichuda: +66 87
414 9288 (Thai & English)

E-mail: info@thailawonline.com < Website: www.thailawonline.com
More about wills in Thailand: https://thailawonline.com/last-will-in-thailand/

Thank you for choosing ThaiLawOnline.
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