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SIGNATURE 2026 FOR WILLS

Signing instructions for Last Wills and Living Wills in Thailand
English guide followed by Thai instructions | September 2026

Use this guide whether you have a Last Will, a Living Will, or both. The practical signing process is
the same under our recommended procedure: meet with two witnesses, sign first in their presence,
and have both witnesses sign immediately afterwards while everyone remains together.

A Last Will deals with your estate after death. A Living Will records your wishes about end-of-life
healthcare while you are alive. They are separate documents. If you have both, complete and sign

every original of each document separately.

The witness requirements

Last Will: the ordinary written Will supplied by ThaiLawOnline requires at least TWO witnesses under
section 1656 of the Civil and Commercial Code. Both must be present together when you sign and
must sign to attest your signature at that time. Other statutory forms of Will have different

formalities.

Living Will: ONE witness is the minimum under the paper-document procedure in the 2010
Ministerial Regulation. ThaiLawOnline recommends TWO witnesses for stronger evidence of identity,
understanding and voluntary signing. Complete both witness blocks in our document. The additional

personal details need particular attention.

1. Check the final document before signing

Read every page. Check names in English and Thai, age, ID or passport numbers, addresses,
telephone numbers and the intended signing date. For a Last Will, check the beneficiaries, executor,
assets, percentages and replacement provisions. For a Living Will, check every treatment choice and

the person named to explain your wishes.

Correct errors before signing. For a lawyer-prepared document, return requested changes to us. For
an automated document, correct factual entries in the Word file, then produce a fresh PDF. Ask for
review before changing legal or medical instructions you do not understand. Never sign an outdated
PDF.

For a Last Will, print exactly the number of originals stated in the Will, normally two and sometimes
three. For a Living Will, print at least two sets unless your document specifies another number. Print
single-sided on good-quality white paper. Use the PDF for printing because Word layout sometimes
shifts between computers. Every set must include all pages and attachments referred to in the
document. Keep the editable Word file for future updates.
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2. Choose suitable witnhesses

Choose two independent adults aged 20 or over who understand the signing, identify you and remain
contactable. Thai and foreign nationals are both acceptable. When signing both documents, use the

same two witnesses only if they qualify for the Last Will.

For a Last Will, do not use a beneficiary or the spouse of a beneficiary as a witness or writer. Section
1653 prevents the writer, witnesses and their spouses from receiving gifts under that Will. Section
1670 also excludes minors, persons of unsound mind or declared quasi-incompetent, and persons

who are deaf, unable to speak, or blind in both eyes.

We strongly recommend that your executor does not witness your Last Will, even when otherwise
eligible. Witnesses need to know they are witnessing your Will; they do not need to read its private
contents. For a Living Will alone, a relative, doctor or nurse is not automatically excluded. We still
prefer independent witnesses. Arrange language assistance before signing if needed, so you and the

witnesses understand your respective roles.

Signing and completing the personal details

3. Sign together in one session

Meet in the same place with your two witnesses. Have everyone’s identification available. You must
understand the document and sign voluntarily. If illness, medication, communication difficulties or
inability to sign creates doubt about the procedure, contact us before signing.

First, confirm the complete document expresses your wishes. Enter the actual signing date,
including the day, month and year. If a printed date is wrong, correct the unsigned file and print
again. Use one date and place for the same signing session. Do not backdate.

Second, sign the main signature block while both witnesses watch. You and both witnesses should
initial the bottom of EVERY page of EVERY original, including relevant attachments. This helps
detect later alterations or the substitution of a page. Initials are an added safeguard, not a substitute
for the required full signatures. Use your full usual signature, preferably consistent with your
passport or Thai ID, in every signature block, not just initials. We recommend a blue ballpoint pen to

distinguish originals from photocopies.

Third, Witness 1 and Witness 2 each sign their own witness block immediately after you, while
everyone remains together. Each completes all identifying details. Check that all three people have

initialled every page. Repeat the full procedure for every original of each document.

Do not sign in advance, circulate pages for later signatures, or substitute a video call for this
physical signing session. A signature on one document does not witness the other. Notarisation
is not normally required for these ordinary documents and does not replace proper witnessing.
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4. Complete the Living Will details carefully

Clause 3 of the 2010 Regulation specifies more identifying details than the ordinary Last Will signing
provision. Complete the relevant fields before the signing session ends. A signature alone is
insufficient for practical verification.

For you: full name, age, identification number, address or contact telephone number, the document
date and the healthcare services you do not wish to receive. Complete both address and telephone
number. If you have no Thai ID number, use your passport number.

For each witness: fill in only the fields printed in the witness section of your document, and nothing
more. In a Last Will, each witness signs and writes their name. A Living Will has more fields, such as
the witness's identification number and relationship to you, because the 2010 Ministerial Regulation
requires them. A foreign witness without a Thai ID number uses their passport number.

Also complete each witness’s current address, telephone number, profession or occupation,
nationality, signing date and place. Write “retired” if appropriate. These are our additional
verification details where not expressly required by the Regulation; profession and witness address
are not listed as mandatory particulars in clause 3.

If another person writes or types the Living Will, include that person’s full name, identification
number and signature in the writer or typist section. If someone is named to explain your wishes,
complete that person’s name, identification number and signature or fingerprint, plus the contact
and relationship fields. Do not leave these sections incomplete where they apply.

Ask each witness to sign a legible copy of their Thai ID or passport and mark it ‘certified true copy’.
Keep a signed ID copy with each original set. For a Last Will, complete every witness field too, and
have any separate writer sign and identify their role under section 1671. If the writer is also a witness,
identify both roles.

Keeping and using the signed documents

5. Check who keeps each original or copy

Our Wills normally contain a section explaining how many originals are signed and who keeps an
original or copy, often clause 5. Check the heading and wording in your own document because the
clause number varies. Follow the named distribution arrangements. If a person or storage location

has changed, tell us before signing so the document matches the intended arrangements.

Each separately signed set is an original. A photocopy or scan of a signed set is a copy. Do not
confuse these when distributing documents. Keep a simple record of who holds each original, who
received a copy and where the originals are stored.

Last Will: keep the originals safe and tell your executor how to locate and obtain them. Give the
originals or copies to the people identified in the storage clause. An electronic scan is a useful
backup, but preserve the paper originals. Do not assume ThaiLawOnline holds an original unless this
has been arranged and received.
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Living Will: keep one original readily accessible at home. Give another original or clear copy to the
person named to explain your wishes. Give copies to your regular physician and the hospital likely to

treat you. Keep a digital copy on your phone or in secure online storage.

Scan every signed page and supporting identification clearly. Keep separate PDF files for the Last
Will and Living Will so the healthcare document is easy to find and share. Check all signatures and

details are readable before filing the originals.

6. Make the Living Will available to the hospital

Ask the hospital to scan the Living Will into your medical record. On admission, tell the doctor or
nurse promptly and ask them to note the document in your chart. Do this before an emergency
where possible. Hospital procedures differ, so discuss your wishes with the treating team in advance.

The person named to explain your wishes helps clarify your true intention if the wording is unclear or
you cannot communicate. This role does not grant general authority over unrelated decisions or
permission to rewrite clear instructions. While you are able to decide and communicate, your current

decision takes priority.

What the Living Will covers

Section 12 of the National Health Act B.E. 2550 (2007) allows a person to state in advance that
specified healthcare services are not wanted when they would merely prolong dying at the end of
life, or when refusing them would end suffering caused by illness. The treating physician assesses
whether your medical condition falls within the law and your instructions.

A Living Will does not authorise euthanasia, assisted suicide or abandonment. Appropriate palliative
and comfort care continues. The document is not a general refusal of emergency treatment for a

condition from which recovery remains reasonably possible.

If the hospital raises a problem

Ask the treating physician and medical records department to review the Thai text and record the
document. If disagreement remains, ask for the palliative-care team, patient-rights office, medical
director or ethics committee. Keep a written record of who received the document and when, and

the reason for any objection.

Additional formalities and Last Will guidance

Protect the paper originals

Keep each original in a safe, dry place, protected from humidity, insects and flooding. A waterproof
sleeve or sealed protective envelope in a dry cabinet is suitable. Do not laminate the document or

remove and reinsert staples. Keep the pages together exactly as signed.
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Tell your executor and a trusted person where each original is stored and how to obtain access. A
bank safe-deposit box creates an access risk after death if the bank requires a court order before

opening it. Avoid keeping every original somewhere your executor cannot promptly reach.

Follow the storage clause in your own Will, often clause 5. If the clause specifies three originals and
names three holders, sign all three and distribute them accordingly. A photocopy does not replace a
separately signed original where the clause calls for an original.

Storage with ThaiLawOnline

ThaiLawOnline offers secure storage of your Last Will for a one-time fee of 1,000 Baht. Arrange
delivery with us and obtain confirmation of receipt. Keep our contact details with the Will and give
them to your executor.

Notarisation and the District Office

An ordinary written Will properly executed under section 1656 does not need notarisation, embassy
certification, registration or deposit at a District Office (Amphur or Khet) to be valid. No further

government filing is required merely to complete this signing process.

District Offices also handle other statutory forms of Will and certain safekeeping procedures. These
are separate options with their own formalities. If you want a District Office service, check in advance
which service is available, the appointment, language and identification requirements, and the
current fee. Ask us if you need assistance. An official stamp does not repair an improperly witnessed
ordinary Will.

What your executor should do after death

Your executor should contact a Thai lawyer promptly and locate the original Will and death
certificate. A court application for appointment as estate administrator is commonly needed to deal
with Thai bank accounts and registered assets. Whether a particular transfer requires a court order
depends on the asset, the documents and the relevant authority’s requirements.

Being named executor in the Will does not itself provide a court appointment. The lawyer should
confirm the required procedure before anyone attempts to withdraw funds or transfer property.

Changes and fingerprints

A clean reprint before signing is safest. A Last Will amendment must follow the same formalities as
the Will; do not rely on a casual handwritten correction or later initials. For a minor Living Will
correction, strike through once, write clearly and have everyone initial beside the change together.

Reprint for substantive changes.

If you cannot sign, arrange the appropriate fingerprint procedure beforehand. For an ordinary Last
Will, two witnesses must sign to certify your fingerprint at that time; the witnesses must use
signatures. Do not substitute a mark or fingerprint without checking the required procedure.
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Contact ThaiLawOnline

32 Sukhumvit 101/2 Alley, Bang Na Nuea, Bang Na, Bangkok 10260, Thailand. Visits by
appointment.

Telephone and WhatsApp: +66 87 225 1340 (English and French)
Khun Wichuda: +66 87 414 9288 (Thai and English)
Email: info@thailawonline.com

Website: www.thailawonline.com

Reviewing the documents and the final checks

7. Review and renew

Living Will: Thai law sets no fixed expiry date. ThaiLawOnline recommends reviewing and signing a
fresh version every three years, and sooner after a change in health, treatment preferences or the
named contact. This is our practical recommendation, not a three-year legal validity limit. Hospital
policies differ and an older document sometimes leads to requests for fresh confirmation.

To renew, review the whole Word file, update the actual date and any changed personal, witness or
medical details, then create a new PDF and print fresh sets. Sign again with both witnesses using the

same procedure. Changing the date on an already signed document is not renewal.

You may change or revoke a Living Will while capable of expressing your wishes. Distribute the
current version promptly to the hospital, doctor, named contact and family. Withdraw superseded
copies where possible, mark them “REVOKED” and remove them from use. Make clear which version
replaces the previous one.

Last Will: no routine three-year re-signing is required. Review after marriage, divorce, a birth, death,
significant asset change or a change of executor. Amendments and revocation have their own
formalities. Coordinate any replacement with other Wills, including foreign Wills, before cancelling
or destroying originals.

8. Check everything before putting the originals away

Correct final PDF printed in the number of complete originals specified.

Names, instructions and actual signing date checked; applicable fields completed.
Two suitable witnesses together with you throughout the signing session.

You signed first; both witnesses signed immediately after you on every original.
All three people initialled EVERY page and signed the signature blocks in full.

Witness names, addresses and signed identification copies completed.

O 0Oo0oo0oo0odg ™

Living Will relationships, occupation and contact details completed; writer and named-person
sections completed where applicable.
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[0 Scans checked; originals and copies distributed under the storage clause, often clause 5; executor

told where the originals are kept.

[ Living Will sent to the hospital and named contact; three-year review reminder set.

About documents generated online

Our automated Living Will service produces a structured bilingual document from your answers at a
lower fee than individual preparation. That automated fee excludes individual lawyer review,
corrections, customisation and medical consultation. You remain responsible for checking the
information entered. Request a separate paid review if needed. This limitation concerns the
automated service; individually prepared documents follow the agreed scope of your engagement.

Further reading and legal references

Living Will guide

2010 Living Will Requlation explained

Make or renew a Living Will online

Last Wills in Thailand

Official 2010 Ministerial Regulation under section 12

Legal basis: National Health Act B.E. 2550, section 12; 2010 Ministerial Regulation, clauses 3 to 6;
Civil and Commercial Code, sections 1653, 1656, 1665 to 1671 and the applicable amendment and

revocation provisions.

ThaiLawOnline ¢ 32 Sukhumvit 101/2 Alley, Bang Na Nuea, Bang Na, Bangkok 10260, Thailand
info@thailawonline.com « www.thailawonline.com ¢ +66 87 225 1340 « Signature 2026 for Wills « Page 7/ 15


https://www.thailawonline.com/living-will-in-thailand/
https://infocenter.nationalhealth.or.th/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/022_livingwill_0-1.pdf
https://www.thailawonline.com/last-will-in-thailand/
https://www.thailawonline.com/living-will-en/
https://www.thailawonline.com/living-will-regulation-in-thailand/
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